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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

H ello!  It’s starting to feel like spring outside as the weather 
begins to warm up and the sun starts to shine a little brighter.  The 
spring is a very busy time around Benjamin Logan Middle School 
and I wanted to take a minute to remind everyone about all of the 
events that are coming our way in March and also to recognize 
some achievements of our students.   

Our winter sports teams just completed another great season.  We want to 
thank everyone who was able to come out and support those teams as they represented 
our school with pride.  The 7th Grade girls’ basketball team ended the season as the 
CBC runner-up.  Again, we want to thank all the student athletes for the hard work 
that they put in over the winter season.   

Several of our middle school students were selected to represent our school 
and have their art displayed in downtown Columbus.  Daven Williams was selected to 
take part in the Ohio Art Education Associations Youth Art Month.  Landon Zehner 
will have his art exhibited at the OAEA’s Annual Young People’s Art Exhibition.  Isaac 
Napier, Madison Ridge, and Hannah Miller all will have art that will be a part of the 
2018 Central OAEA K-8 Art Exhibition.  We are very proud of these students and are 
excited that they have the opportunity to have their art on display. 

We want to thank everyone that was able to support the Parents and Teachers 
for Students during the “Good Clean Fun” detergent fundraiser.  If you purchased items 
from this fundraiser, we anticipate these items to arrive and be distributed on March 
16th from 3-6pm and March 17th from 9am-12pm.  All pickups will be in the middle 
school commons.    

On March 26th-30th, school will not be in session because of spring break.  
We hope that everyone enjoys this time off of school and has a chance to spend some 
time with friends and family. As the weather starts to change, this will be a great 
chance for everyone to recharge and get ready for the last push before the end of the 
school year. 

  And as always, please don’t hesitate to give us a call if you have any questions 

at all.  Have a great start to your Spring season! 

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

March Important Dates: 

1: Study Tables until 4:30pm 
     Art Club until 4:30pm 
     Math Minds Tutoring 3 to 4 pm 
6:  After School Detention until   
     4:30pm 
     Math Minds Tutoring 3 to 4 pm 
     Japanese Dance Presentation 
7:  Math Minds Tutoring 3 to 4pm 
8:  Study Tables until 4:30pm 
      Art Club until 4:30pm 
9:  Spring Picture Day 7:30am 
11: Daylight Savings Time Begins   
       (Spring Forward One Hour) 
13: After School Detention until  
       4:30pm 
      Math Minds Tutoring  
       3 to 4pm 

14: 2 Hour Delay-Teacher PD 
      Math Minds Tutoring 3 to 4pm 
15: End of 3rd Nine Weeks   
       Study Tables until 4:30pm 
16-17: HS Musical 7pm 
16: Design an Ad (5th Grade) 
       8:15-10:45 & 12:30-1:50  
19: Board of Education Meeting  
       7pm. HS Media Center 
20: After School Detention 
       until 4:30pm 
       Math Minds Tutoring  
       3 to 4pm 
21: Math Minds Tutoring  
      3 to 4pm 
22: Study Tables until 4:30pm 
       Art Club until 4:30pm 
      Japanese Tea Ceremony 
23: 6/7 Grade STEM to Bloom 
      Japanese Calligraphy Lesson 
26-30: Spring Break-No School 
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All About the 7th Grade ... 

T he seventh grade math students are connecting mathematics to 
“real life” situations using the concepts of discounts and mark-ups. 
Students are able to find how much they save and what the total cost 
would be on an item that has been marked down a certain percent-
age at a store. The students are using their 
mathematical skills in restaurant situations also. 
They are calculating what the tip would be for 
their server given certain tipping guidelines. 
They are then finding what the total bill would 
be.   

Math: Mr. Braddock & Mr. Butler 

“ They are calculating 

what the tip would be 
for their server given 

certain tipping guide-

lines. “ 

Science: Mr. Elsasser 

I n 7th grade science we recently 

finished our unit on weather and 

climate. We discussed the many 

elements of weather and the tools 

and technology that is used to monitor the weather. We talked about 

the factors that influence weather such as weather fronts, air pres-

sure, wind patterns, jet streams and ocean currents.  We ended our 

unit on weather by learning about the different climates of the 

world, how climates could change and what to expect with a chang-

ing climate. We are currently discussing the relationships between 

the Earth, moon and sun.  The focus of our discussions being on the 

phases of the moon, solar and lunar eclipses and tides. We will finish 

the year learning about Earth’s ecosystems, matter and energy.  

“ We are currently 

discussing the rela-
tionships  

between the Earth, 

moon and sun.  “ 
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All About the 7th Grade ... 

Social Studies: Mr. Wolf 

I n Social Studies, we are just finishing a unit on Africa. Students learned about the 
importance of salt in World History. They find it very hard to believe that salt had 
equal value to gold in some world economies, but it did. Salt was traded for gold 
because it was used to preserve food in times before refrigeration, and of course 
our bodies need it to regulate fluids.  

In this chapter, we have also been talking about the African Slave Trade. Students have learned about why slavery 
happened, the conditions slaves had to go through, as well as the impact slavery has on Africa today. Students 
wrote poems about slavery and did a wonderful job. Please read the sampling of poems that were composed by 7 th 
grade students.  

Next, we will be getting back into European history. We will cover the Medieval Period and the European Reis-
suance. Students love this part of the year, because we talk about the Black Plague, King Henry and all his wives, 
and Leonardo Da Vinci.  

Finally, once again thank you for the pleasure of working with your children. If you have any questions or con-

cerns, please contact me by phone (937-599-2386 Ext. 3212), by email (wolfr@benjaminlogan.org), or in per-

son.  

mailto:wolfr@benlogan.k12.oh.us
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All About the 7th Grade ... 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do doors in public places open outward instead of inward? Why do we have those fun-
ny-looking nozzles hanging from our ceilings in our classroom?  

Why do we have to have fire drills so often? 

O ur students pondered these questions and more at the start of our recent unit on historical 
nonfiction and historical fiction as they read all about the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1925. 
This tragic event, that took the lives of 146 young workers, sparked changes nationwide to make 
all workplaces, and eventually all public places, safer in the event of a fire. Students not only 
learned about the fascinating facts of this event, but they also learned a great deal about how au-
thors approach topics differently in their tone, perspective, and purpose. They then took it a step 
further and read how Margaret Peterson Haddix tackled this topic in her historical fiction novel, 
Uprising. Ask your child what s/he has learned about this event! 

 

As we wrap up this unit, we are asking our students to pick a historical topic of their own to re-
search and then turn what they learn into a short historical fiction narrative. They will be explor-
ing topics on the site eyewitnesstohistory.com. Check it out, and ask your child what s/he has 
chosen to write about! 

ELA: Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Furlong 
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

W e have finished up our Linear Functions Unit and are now 

moving on to our Geometry unit. In this unit students will understand 

how two angles are formed when a transversal cuts through parallel 

lines and how those angles form either congruent or supplementary 

relationships, that all triangles add up to 180 degrees, students will be 

able to explain why they have a right triangle using The Pythagorean 

Theorem, how 2-D shapes transform on the coordinate plane, and the 

volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres. Transformations are move-

ments of a figure on the coordinate plane by a translation (slide), re-

flection (flip), or a rotation (turn). Students will learn that these types 

of transformations do not change the shape or size of the figure so the 

pre-image and image will always be congruent. Another type of trans-

formation that students will use is dilations. It will change the size of 

the shape, either larger or smaller by a scale factor. With this transfor-

mation students will learn about figures just being similar instead of 

congruent. 

Math: Mrs. Mitchell & Mrs. Mays 

ALGEBRA 1 

A lgebra 1 students just completed their unit on Systems of 

Equations. We are now exploring Exponential Functions. Exponential 

functions arise in a wide variety of areas in "real life"; these include 

finance, biology, physics, and many others. We will be looking at 

problems that deal with depreciation, compound interest, how long 

medications stay in your system and at the rate they lose strength. 

Once we finish exponential functions we will move on to polynomi-

als, factoring and quadratic functions. Please encourage your student 

to be working on their Algebra 1 mission in Khan Academy. Encour-

age them to work just 20 minutes per night on Khan Academy. In 

doing this, they will strengthen and master their Algebra 1 skills, 

have information front-loaded to them and be stronger and more 

confident in their daily classroom participation. 

“ Exponential functions 

arise in a wide variety 
of areas in "real life"; 
these include finance, 
biology, physics, and 

many others.  “ 

“ Transformations are 

movements of a figure on 
the coordinate plane by a 
translation (slide), reflec-
tion (flip), or a rotation 

(turn). “ 
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

Social Studies: Mr. Vermillion 

Students will start March transitioning from the Industrial Revolution to the Jackson Era. Topics covered during 

this time includes the campaigning process, Trail of Tears, the Panic of 1837 and U.S. 

expansion. Toward the end of the month March and the beginning of April topics 

will include the Texas Revolution, Mexican-American War, and the Oregon Trail. 

 

Washington D.C. Update 

Since the beginning of the year, students have also been discussing the 8th grade Washing-

ton, D.C. trip. This year’s trip takes place May 30-June 2. The 8    graders have been 

learning many facts related to the locations that they will visit on the trip. Students have 

completed several projects related to historical documents that they will see in the National 

Archives. They have read the Declaration of Independence as well as the Bill of Rights. Stu-

dents are getting very excited about their trip and will learn about the other monuments as we get to those dates 

in history. 

Science: Mrs. Smith 

To end our study of Earth science, 
students will examine various con-
structive and destructive processes 
which have contributed to shaping 
Earth’s surface.  We will discuss 
topics such as erosion, weathering, 

and deposition, and students will learn to recognize 
specific landforms on topographic maps. Before the 
end of March, we will begin our life  
science unit.  Topics explored will include heredity, 
genetics, and the advantages and disadvantages of  
sexual vs. asexual reproduction. 

“Before the end of 
March, we will begin 

our life  
science unit. “ 
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All About the 8th Grade ... 

ELA: Ms. Bair & Mrs. Scheiderer 

Students have been fine-tuning their essay skills, consolidating and citing multiple sources (books, 

stories, videos, articles, etc.) within their writing to create a cohesive thesis that makes overarch-

ing connections beyond simple pairings of information. As we enter into March, we will be re-

turning to a focus on combining fiction with elements of reality, reading and analyzing the genre 

of  dystopia, and entering into a unit using the texts and films The Giver and The Hunger Games, 

as well as classic short stories such as “The Lottery.”  This is a creative opportunity to examine the idea of “dream” 

societies going wrong, and how modern literature has taken off with that genre in a big way! 

 

English 9: Students embarked on a Greek learning journey, as we began our study of Homer’s Odyssey in Febru-

ary. We have since been exploring Greek and Roman myths, and students have enhanced their  

understanding and appreciation of an epic, an epic hero, and archetypes as part of this adventure. 

Analyzing multiple sources, making contemporary connections, and writing to synthesize have  

continued to be routine practices. We are also incorporating digital media in this unit. Our next unit 

is the much-awaited book study of To Kill a Mockingbird. 

 


